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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Heller House, designed by Frank Lloyd Wright for a narrow (then SO
feet x 175 feet, now 75 feet x 175 feet) lot in the Hyde Park area of
Chicago, stands three storeis high with a basement. Its irregular rectan-
gular shape is approximately 30 feet x 100 feet, with- the narrow side
facing east on Woodlawn Avenue. The 34 foot high bailding is entirely of
balloon frame construction.

On the exterior, the Heller House is composed of a relatively large
number of extremely well-integrated volumetric rectangles,each defined by
crisp linear edges and in genersl, by smooth unadorned surfaces of vite
rified brick.

The general feeling of the house is one of horizontality. Narrow
Roman bricks cover the facades., The bricks are all buff colored up to the
first limestone "string course", above which rows of grey bricks alternate
with the rows of buff onees. All the horizontal joints between the brickse
are whibe,whereas the vertical joints are the color of the bricks. Klone
gated hipped roofgd with wide overhangs cover the second and third floors.

The main entrance to the house, on the south wall, is reached from a-
broad, two~step~high concrete stoop. The ornamentsl detail around the
doorway is of light grey limestone, as are all) the window sills, the lintels
above the windows, and the water table. Octagonal columns flank either side
of the doorway. Their capitals are decorated with foliate ornament, quite
similar to the ornament designed by architect Louis Sullivan, whom Wright
had worked for from 1888 to 1893. These columns support a large panel that
is divided into three sections and inscribed with bas-relief ornament in the
form of gquatrefoils. The upper portion of the doorway is surrounded by a
broad, smooth, limestone band, trimmed at its edge with crisp geometric
m(’ldingo ’

Leaded windows, filled with clear and stained glass, are located over
the main interior staircase and on the north porch. The first floor of the
east facade has four double~hung windows, with recessed limestone panels
beleow. Second and third floor windows are mostly casement, of clear or
multicolor designs. There is a bay window on the north, at the second floor,
Bands of window groupings at the second story on the east and south sides
of the house are topped by ornate block capitals.

At the third story, groupings ofwindows are set within arcsites which
rest on pairs of colonetts topped by large capitals covered with elaborate
ornament in the style of Sullivan. Also located between the arcades is a
plaster frieze of sculptural figures, the latter executed by Richard Bock,
an Oak Park soculptor who collaborated with Wright on many of his commissions.
The third story, which is raised above the main eaves, capped by its own
hipped roof, and smaller than the first two stories, defines the Heller House
as belonging to a stylistic category of Wright's work that has-been termed
"Monitor."
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The interior spaces and the decorative detail that articulates interior
surfaces embrace Wright's new aesthetic based on elementary rectangilar
shapes. Walls were originally of rough sand finish, trimmed white oak. Oak
strip flooring (though now covered in some areas) is located throughout. The
interior color scheme was in sand beige. Lighting fixtures in the main rooms
globes worked in brass and opalescent glass, have been removed.

The first floor contains a living room at the east front. Just west of
the living room is the entrance, a reception room, and staircase. The dining
room, pantry, and kitchen are in the rear of the house. On the second floor
are five bedrooms and two baths. What were originally a billiard room and
servants! quarters on the third story is now used es an apartaent.

A walk extends along the south edge of the lot from Woodlawn to the
entrance. It is wide with a planting strip and urn in the center. There
is a low brick wall on the nerth and south sides. The remainder of the
site is lawn, except for a garden, an eating terrace, a small patio, and
a garage not designed by Wright and added after construction of the house,
The:most recent exterior changes to the hous have been a new roof and new
gutters, :
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far beyond the wall of the prairie house, All details were suited to the
akill, squipment and materials at hand, The plans were practical and open.
OQutside and inside began to relatej a new style was evolving, a regional
style and an American atyle, but one that was to have great influence in
Europe. In 1911, Wright had the unusual horor of seeing a large, beautiful
portfolio o f his works published in Germany by the Wasmuth press. Included
in this collection were renderings of the Heller House.

Wright was also the stylistic father of a new group of architects. By
1897, the Chicago Chapter in the history of skyscraper was almat over. The
age of innovative commercial and industrial coamissions was drawing to a
close, and the age of innovative residentisl commisgions was beginning.
Frank Lloyd Wright was to become the spiritual leader of such insurgent
midwest architect as Walter Burley Griffin, William Drummond, George Maher,
Barry Byrne, William Purcell, George EKlmslie and othersa.

The Heller House is significant because of its style, because of iks
architect and because of its location in the city of Chicago.

Hyde Park, where the Heller House, is located, was and is an area of
subatantial upper-class dwellings surrounded by beautiful wooded garfens,
After annexation to the city in 1889, the establishment of the University
of Chicago in 1892, and the Columbian Exposition the next year, Hyde
Park and Kenwood, its neighbor:to the north flourished.

Following the Depression and World War II, the area did begin.to
deteriorate. But neighborhood groys began to organize. Initial activities
were modest in acope, concentrating on public safety and community services.
It soon became apparent that only a comprehenseive rehabilitation prograam,
with government assistance, could stay the spreading blight. The 856-acre
Hyde Park-~Kenwood ares has received naticnal attention as one of the first
and most successful conservation type urban renewal projects in the
country. Execution of the project began in 1959; it continues today.

The Heller House stands within a half mile radius of other Wright
houses. The Bloassom and McArthur houses in Kenwood, of 1892, are among
the very few remaining examples of Wright's architectural work while still
with Sullivan. The Robie House in Hyde Park is the example, par excellence, |
of Wright's Prairie Style,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to Paul Sprague, Assistant Professor of Architectural
History at the University of Chicago, the Heller House is of special
significance because it is the finest of a group of buildings that
initiate, in 1897, a transitional period in Frank Lloyd Wright's work,
a period that would culminate, in 1900, in a style of architectural
design that was entirely Wright's own.

, The Heller House contains elements typical of 19th century
eclecticism, yet prefigures Wright's new geometric aesthetic.

At a time in American cities, when residential districts showed a
conglomeration of architectural styles, the Heller House included, to a
limited extent, historically derived elements. This is evidence by the
3rd floor loggia as well as by the main South entrance flanked with

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

columns and capped with quatrefoils. But with the house, Wright was
abandoning the more picturesque and traditional styles that he had
learned from his first master, Joseph Lyman Silsbee. 1n place of them
Wright substituted the simple geometric rectilinear forms of Louis
Sullivan. ! o '

Although these forms are ultimately derived from Sullivan, Wright has
so synthesized and reworked them in this house that the result is a
distinct and original design approaching Wright's later modern arche-
itectural style, commonly known as the predominantly residential "Prairie
School" style. For example, the Heller House has a distinct horizontal
emphasis, In addition, the two principal rooms, living room and dining
room, assume the cruciform shape,which is slightly revealedin the
outside of the house by short rectangular projections of wall corres-
ponding to the arms of a croas, the shape Wfight was to use so frequently
in the Prairie House. Also, interior and exterior massing are the
counterparts of one another, still one more hallmark of the style.

Despite conventional elements that can easily be traced to stylistic
currents of the times, in his own day Frank Lloyd Wright was considered
a revolutionary. This was proved throughout a very long career.

Wright was the father of the "Prairie School" style of architecture
called this because it was designed to fit the expanse of middle-western
terrain, In the Prairie house roofs were usually broad and extended
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Description:

The Heller House, designed by Framk Lloyd Wright for a marrow (them 50 feet x
175 feet, now 75 feet x 175 feet) lot in the Hyde Park area eof Chicage, stands
three steries high with a basement, Its irregular rectangular shape is approxi-
mately 30 feet x 100 feet, with the narrow side facing east en Woodlawn Avenue.
The thirty-four foot high building is eatirely of balloon frame comstruction.

On the exterior, the Heller House is composed of a relatively large mumber of
extremely well-intergrated volumetric rectamngles, each defimed by crisp linmear
edges and in gemeral, by smoeth unadormed surfaces of vitrified brick.

The general feeling of the house is one of horizontality. Narrew Romam bricks
cover the facades. The bricks are all buff celored up te the first limestome
"atring ceurse", abeve which rows of grey bricks altermate with the rows of buff
ones, All the horizontal joints betweem the bricks are white, whereas the
vertical jeimts are the celer of the bricks., Elengated hipped roefs with wide
gverhangs cever the secomd and third fleors.

The main entrance to the house, on the seuth wall, is reached froem a bread,
twe-ste-high coencrete stoop. The ormamental detail around the doorway is ef
light grey limestome, as are @ll the windew sills, the liatels abeve the win~-
dows, and the water table, Octagenal celumms flamk either side of the deerway.
Their capitals are decerated with foliate ernament, quite similar te the erna-
ment desigmed by architect Louis Sullivam, whom Wright had werked for frem 1888
te 1893, These celumns support a large pamel that is divided imte three
sections and inscribed with bas-relief ormamemt imn the form eof quatrefeils. The
upper portiem of the deerway is surrcumded by a bread, smeeth limestome band,
trimmed at its edge with crisp geometric meldinmg.

Leaded windows, filled with clear amd staimed glass, are lecated ever the main
imterier staircase amd on the morth perch. The firat fleor ef the east facade
has four deuble-hung windows, with recessed limestene parels below. Secend and
third floor windews are mostly casement, of clear or multiceler desigms, There
is a bay window en the nerth, at the second fleor. Bands of windew groupimgs at
the secomd stery ez the east and south sides of the house are topped by ormate
bleck capitals,

At the third stery, groupings of windows are set within arcades which rest on
pairs of colonettes tepped by large capitals tovered with elaborate ormamext in
the style of Sullivam. Also located betweem the arcades is a plaster frieze of
sculptural figures, the latter executed by Richard Beck, an Oak Park sculpter
who collaborated with Wright on many of his commiassions. The third stery, which
is raised above the main eaves, capped by its own hipped roof, amd smaller than
the first two stories, defines the Heller House as belonging te a stylistic
category of Wright's woerk that has beea termed "“Monitor."

The interior spaces and the decerative detail that acticulates imterior surfaces
embrace Wright's mew aesthetic based on elemertary rectangular shapes. Walls were
originally of rough sand finish, trimmed in white ocak. Osk strip fleoerimg (though
now covered im some areas) is located throughout. The interior color scheme was
in sand beige. Lighting fixtures im the main roems, globes worked in brass and
opalescent glass, have been removed.

The first floor contains a living room at the east front. Just west of the living
room is the entrance, a reception room, the staircase. The dining room, pantry,
and kitchen are ia the rear of the house. On the second floor are five bedrooms
and two baths. What were originally a billiard room and servants' quarters on
the third story is mow used as an apartment,




Description, cont.

A walk extends along the seuth edge of the lot from Woedlawa to the eatranmce.
It is wide with a plamting strip and ura in the center. There is a lew brick
wall or the morth and south sides. The remainder of the site is lawm, except
for a garden, an eating terrace, a small patie, and a garage not designed by
Wright and added after comstruction of the house. The most recent exterior
changes te the house have been a new roof and mew gutters.

Significance:

According to Paul Sprague, Assistant Proefesser of Architectural History at the
University of Chicago, the Heller House is of special significance because it is
the fimest of a group ef buildings that imitiste, in 1897, a transitional peried
in Frank Lleyd Wright's work, a period that would culminate, in 1900, in a style
of architectural design thatwas entirely Wright's own.

The Heller House contains elements typical of 19th century eclecticism, yet
prefigures Wright's new gecometric aesthetic.

At & time im American cities, whem resideatal districts showed & cenglomeration
of architectural styles, the Heller House included, to a limited extemt, histori-
cally derived elements. This is evidenced by the third-floor loggia as well as
by thgrain Seuth entrance flanked with celumns and capped with quatrefoils.

But the house, Wright was abandening the most picturesque amd traditional styles
that he had learned from his first master, Joseph Lyman Silsbee. Ir place of
them Wright substituted the simple geometric rectilinear forms of Louis Sullivan.

Although these forms are ultimately derived frem Sullivam, Wright has se symthesized
and reworked them im this house that the result is a distimct amd origimal design
approaching Wright's later modern architectural style, commonly kmown as the
predominately reaideatial "Prairie School" style. For example, the Heller House

has & distinct horizomtal emphasis. In addition, the two primcipal recoms,

living room and dining room, assume the cruciform shape, which is slightly

revealed on the outside of the house by short rectamgular projectioms of wall
corresponding to the arms of a cross, the shape ¥right was te use so frequently

in the Prairie house. Alse, iaterior and exterior massing are the ceumnterparts

of one another, still ene more hallmark of the style.

Despite cenventiomal elements that cam easily be traced to stylictic curreats of
the times, in his ewn day Frank Lloyd Wright was considered a revolutionmary.
This was proved throughout a very long career.

Wright was the father of the "Prairie Scheool" style of architecture, called this
because it was designed to fit the expanse of middle-western terraim. Ir the
Prairie house rcofs were usually broad and extended far beyond the wall of the
prairie house., All details were suited to the skill, equipment and materials at
hand. The plans were practical and open. Outside and imnside began to relate; a
new style was evolving, a regional style and am American style, but cne that was
to have great influence in Burepe. In 1911, Wright had the unusual homnor of
seeing a large, beautiful portfolio of his works published in Germany by the
Wasmuth press. Included in this collection were renderings of the Heller House.




Significance, cont.

Wright was also the stylistic father of a new group of architects. By 1897,
the Chicago chapter in the history of the skyscraper was almost over. The age
of innovative commercisl and imdustrial commissiomns was drawing to a close,
and the age of inmovative residential cemmissioms was begimming. Frank Lloyd
Wright was to become the spiritual leader of such insurgent midwest architects
as Walter Burley Griffim, William Drummond, Geerge Maher, Barry Byrne, William
Purcell, George Elmslie and others.

The Heller House is significant because of its style, because of its architect
and because of its location in the City of Chicago.

Hyde Park, where the Heller House is located, was and is an area of substantial
upper-class dwellings surrounded by beautiful woeoded gardems. After ammexation
to the City in 1889, the establishment of the University of Chicago in 1892,
and the Columbian Exposition the next year, Hyde Park and Kemwood, its neighbor
to the north, flourished.

Following the Depression and World War II, the area did begim to deteriorate.
But neighborhoed greups began to organize. Imritial activities were modest in
scope, comcentrating on public safety and community services. It seon became
appareat that only a comprehemsive rehabilitation program, with gevermment
assistamce, could stay the spreading blight. The 856-acre Hyde Park-Keawoed
srea has received mational attention as one of the first amd mest successful
conservation type urbam renewal prejects in the country. Executieon of the
project began in 19593 it continues today.

The Heller House stamds withim a half-mile radius ef other Wright houses. The
Blossem and McArthur houses in Kenweed, of 1892, are ameng the very few remain-
ing examples of Wright's architectural work while still with Sullivam. The
Robie House in Hyde Park is the example, par excellence, of Wright's Prairie
style.
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